Santiago Xool Chi by Xool Chi, Santiago & Gallareta Cervera, Tomás
 Voices of the Puuc angels: 
Rural life among the archaeological ruins in the Yucatán Peninsula 
 
Interviewee: Santiago Xool Dzip  
Interviewer: Tomás Gallareta Cervera 
March 2018 
 
Tomás Gallareta Cervera [TGC]: Can you tell us your name and what do you do for a living?  
  
Xool Dzip [SXD]: My name is Santiago Xool Chi 
  
[TGC] Where are you from? 
  
[SXD] I am from Kancab. 
  
[TGC] What do you do for a living?  
  
[SXD] I work at the structures.  
  
[TGC] Do you have another profession?  
  
[SXD] Well, only the field (agriculture), sometimes when Works finished here we work at the 
field.  
  
[TGC] Have you been working in archaeological sites for a while now?  
  
[SXD] Four years, yes, seasons.  
  
[TGC] Do you like working here?  
  
[SXD] Yes. 
  
[TGC] why? 
  
[SXD] Because when you excavate, the things that come out every day are interesting.  
  
[TGC] Can you tell us why you think those things are interesting?  
  
[SXD] Because I like it when vessels come out and everything. I like it where I excavate.   
 
[TGC] Have you excavated burials?  
  
[SXD] Yes. 
  
[TGC] How many?  
  
 [SXD] I have excavated with those guys. We have excavated two burials; it (varies) by season.  
  
[TGC] When you excavate burials, do you think they are your ancestors? Or do you think 
they are different people?  
  
[SXD] The truth is that I do think that they are my ancestors. Yes.  
 
[TGC] Can you talk a little bit about that? Why do you think that they are your ancestors? 
Why do you consider them your ancestors?  
  
[SXD] Because they have more time here. That is what I think they are seeing (researching) too. 
How do they live, that’s why they are taking them out.  
  
[TGC] What you take out, the objects that you take out, who do you think that they belong 
to? Who get to keep the objects?  
  
[SXD] The objects that are taken out are taken there, the guy, the archaeologist who which we 
work, I think to INAH, like that.  
  
[TGC] What does your family think? Your parents, grandfather, about working in 
archaeology?  
 
[SXD] Nothing, they are happy that I sometimes work excavating. If you like it..and its fun to 
work at too.  
  
[TGC] Is it fun?  
  
[SXD] Yes. I like it.  
  
[TGC] Do you think you will be working doing archaeology again?  
  
[SXD] Yes for my part. I like it.  
  
[TGC] At Kancab, do they ask you about your profession? About what you do?  
  
[SXD] Well, yes. They do not know a lot about archaeology. The people that live in Kancab do 
not know a lot.  
  
[TGC] Why do you think that they do not know? 
  
[SXD] I do not know. Only sometimes when the visitors come, but they don’t really care (about 
the ruins). There some ruins there near Chacmultún that have many visitors sometimes.  I do not 
know why they do not care.  
  
[TGC] When you have kids, are you going to tell them about your profecci0on? Are you 
going to teach them about it?  
   
[SXD] Yes. I will tell them where I have worked and so on. Everything.  
  
[TGC] Lastly, can you tell us about what you think is going to happen in the future?  Do 
you think you will stay here to work? Would you work somewhere else? Are you going to 
go to the US? What do you think?  
  
[SXD] Yeah I would rather work here, to stay and work here. Yeah. 
  
[TGC] Wherever there is work?  
  
[SXD] Wherever there is work. For me, I would like to stay and work here.  
 
